3rd Grade Michigan Studies

SS030503
Unit 5:  The Government of Michigan

Lesson 3

Lesson 3:   How Does State Government Differ from Local Government?
	Big Ideas of the Lesson



	· In our country we have three levels of government.

· Our national government is the government of our whole country.

· Each of the fifty states has a state government.  

· Each community in our country has its own local government. 

· State and local governments are alike in some ways. For example, they both provide police and parks.

· State and local governments are different in some ways.  State governments make laws that are for everybody in the state. Local governments make laws that are just for the people of one community.


Lesson Abstract: 

This lesson serves as an introduction to the concept of levels of government. It begins with a review of the purposes of government. Students then explore the similarities and differences of state and local governments. Finally, they draw conclusions as to why state governments are needed.
Content Expectations  
3- C3.0.1 
Distinguish between the roles of state and local government.
Key Concept

levels of government 
Instructional Resources 
Equipment/Manipulative
Chart paper

Overhead projector or document camera/projector

Student journal or notebook

Student Resource
McConnell, David. Meet Michigan. Hillsdale, MI: Hillsdale Educational Publishers, 2009. 333-335.
Teacher Resource
Egbo, Carol. Supplemental Materials (Unit 5, Lesson 3).Teacher-made material. Michigan Citizenship Collaborative Curriculum, 2010.
Local Municipal Codes. 11 March 2010 <http://www.municode.com/Library/Library.aspx>.
Lesson Sequence

1. Remind students that people form governments for many reasons.  Ask them to write one reason in their Michigan journals.  Give students time to write and then have them share their ideas in the large group.  Using the Lesson Graphic Organizer from Lesson 1, review the reasons that were explored in that lesson.

2. Using Word Card #13, review the term ‘local government’ and remind students that they studied how their local government carried out the six purposes of government in second grade. Explain that there are over 2000 communities in the state of Michigan, each with their own local government.
3. Display the “Examples of Local Government Laws”, located in the Supplemental Materials (Unit 5, Lesson 3) and read over the laws with students.  Use the following questions to discuss the laws:

· How are the laws alike?

· How are the laws different?

· Why would communities have such different pet laws?

4. Remind students that in the previous lesson they learned that they have representatives in Lansing who work to make laws for the state of Michigan.  Pose the following question:  If we have people making laws in Lansing why does each community need to make laws also? Discuss student responses.  Guide students in understanding that as the laws used in Step 3 demonstrate, different communities often need different laws.  Some communities have laws that limit the number of pets people can own and some don’t.  Some communities have laws preventing people from owning pit bulls and some don’t.  Therefore, laws about pets are made by local governments because those governments handle problems that affect people in a certain community. 
5. Explain that the state government of Michigan makes laws that affect people in the whole state. For example, the state government makes laws that set the speed limits for state highways and laws relating to hunting and fishing.  Display the “Who Should Make the Laws?” chart located in the Supplemental Materials (Unit 5, Lesson 3). Discuss each of the laws shown on the chart and ask students whether they think the law should be made by local governments or the state government.  Make sure to ask students to give a reason for their answer.  Note that a chart showing sample answers has also been included in the Supplemental Materials (Unit 5, Lesson 3). 
6. Referring back to the graphic organizer used in Step 1, remind students that besides making laws, governments also provide services.  Pose the following question:  What services are provided by both state and local governments?  Discuss student responses.  Note that possible answers include police, parks, and road repair.
7. Explain that some services are provided just by local governments such as fire stations and garbage pickup.  Other services are provided just by the state government.  These services include testing water at beaches and putting out forest fires. 

8. Referring again to the graphic organizer used in Step 1, remind students that governments also try to solve problems.  Pose the following question: What kind of problems do you think local governments try to solve?  Discuss student responses.  Guide students in understanding that local governments work to solve problems that affect a specific community such as vandalism at a community park, lack of parking spaces, etc.

9. Pose the following question:  What kind of problems do you think the state government of Michigan works to solve?  Discuss student responses.  Guide students in understanding that the state government works to solve problems that affect the whole state such as the spread of zebra mussels (explored in Unit 1).
10. Using Word Card #14, remind students that we also have a national government that is centered in Washington D.C.  Pose the following question:  What kind of laws do you think the national government makes?  Discuss student responses.  Guide students in understanding that the national government makes laws that affect all the people in our country and provides services that are available to all the people.

11. Using Word Card #15 and the “Levels of Government” chart, located in the Supplemental Materials (Unit 5, Lesson 3) guide students in reviewing the three levels of government.  Make sure to explain that there are 50 state governments and thousands of local governments in our country.  Note that as an alternative, you can draw out this chart for students one level at a time and explain each level, or reveal each level one section at a time.
12. Note that pages 333-335 in Meet Michigan or a similar text selection relating to levels of government can be used to supplement this lesson.

Assessment

An assessment has been included in the Supplemental Materials (Unit 5, Lesson 3) in which students demonstrate what they have learned in the lesson by completing a classification chart and answering one constructed response.
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