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Big Picture Graphic

Overarching Question:

How can a global perspective help me understand my world?

Previous Unit: This Unit: Next Unit:

The World in Spatial Terms Population and Migration Culture

MIGRATION

Questions To Focus Assessment and Instruction: Types of Thinking
1. How do social scientists investigate population issues? Cause and Effect
2. How are population, migration, and urbanization issues gZigrlglt‘lq?]
connected? 12ing

Issue Analysis

3. In what ways are issues related to population, migration and Problem Solving

urbanization global problems?
4. How do social, political, and economic decisions societies make
reflect and influence demographics?
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MIGRATION

Emigration and Immigration
Push/Pull Factors

Theories of Migration
Refugee

URBANIZATION

High School Foundations (see World History and Geography)

F1 World Historical and Geographical “Habits of Mind” and Central Concepts: Explain and use key
conceptual devices world historians/geographers use to organize the past including periodization
schemes (e.g., major turning points, different cultural and religious calendars), and different spatial frames
(e.g., global, interregional, and regional)(National Geography Standard 2, p. 186).
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Unit Abstract

This unit introduces students to human geography with a focus on population and migration.
Beginning with demography, students explore population distribution and population density. After
engaging in a brief simulation, students examine regional and national population statistics through
maps and data. In considering factors which may affect population growth at national, interregional,
and global scales, students analyze population changes over the last two thousand years, and then
compare the rate of natural increase among different regions of the world. Tanzania and Spain are
used as case studies as students consider population growth differences in more and less developed
countries. Next, students are introduced to the demographic transition model and explore how more
developed countries like the United States have experienced four stages of population growth. They
consider how family size effects population change and investigate how three different countries
(China, India, and Kenya) have addressed birth rates. Students engage in a comparative analysis of
population pyramids using the United States, Tanzania, and Germany. In doing so, they learn how
population pyramids can be used to understand a nation’s demographic characteristics and consider
the potential policy implications of different shaped population pyramids.

Students then examine how migration affects population growth. They explore migrations in ancient
history as well as current migration data. Through informational texts, students revisit push and pull
factors relating to migration, examine the story of a specific immigrant family, and conduct an
interview project. Students expand their understanding of migration through examining the causes
and effects of urbanization. After investigating the migration of people from rural to urban areas,
students assess the advantages and disadvantages of urbanization using demographic evidence and
other sources such as quotations, political cartoons, and photographs.

The unit concludes with students synthesizing what they have learned about population, migration,
and urbanization by identifying global problems relating to these topics. They reuvisit their definition of
“global problem” from Unit 1, and expand their definition to include problems that recur across the
planet. Working in small groups, students identify related global problems and reasons why they are
qualify as global problems and then present their conclusions in a Global Problems Meeting. To
highlight the importance of generating solutions for global problems, students work in small groups as
city planners and design solutions for common urban problems. In doing so, students investigate real-
world solutions implemented in the city of Curitiba, Brazil and are introduced to the Urbanization
Knowledge Platform, a global forum created to generate global solutions to global urban problems.

Adolescent literacy practices continue to be integrated throughout the unit. Students engage in a
variety of scaffolded note-taking activities and read a selection of informational texts and visual data.
Research opportunities, reading strategies, and writing exercises are deliberately placed to support
students’ growing independence.

Focus Questions
1. How do social scientists investigate population issues?
2. How are population, migration, and urbanization issues connected?
3. In what ways are issues related to population, migration and urbanization global problems?
4. How do social, political, and economic decisions societies make reflect and influence
demographics?
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Content Expectations

6 and 7 Explain how historians use a variety of sources to explore the past (e.g., artifacts,

H1.2.1: primary and secondary sources including narratives, technology, historical maps,
visual/mathematical quantitative data, radiocarbon dating, DNA analysis).

6 and 7 Identify the point of view (perspective of the author) and context when reading and
H1.2.3: discussing primary and secondary sources.

6 and 7 Compare and evaluate competing historical perspectives about the past based on
H1.2.4: proof.

6 and 7 Use historical perspective to analyze global issues faced by humans long ago and
H1.4.3: today.

6 —W1.1.1: Describe the early migrations of people among Earth’s continents (including the
Berringa Land Bridge).

6 —W1.1.2: Examine the lives of hunting and gathering people during the earliest eras of human
society (tools and weapons, language, fire).

6 — G1.1.1: Describe how geographers use mapping to represent places and natural and human
phenomena in the world.

7—-G1.1.1: Explain and use a variety of maps, globes, and web based geography technology to
study the world, including global, interregional, regional, and local scales.

6 — G1.2.3: Use data to create thematic maps and graphs showing patterns of population,
physical terrain, rainfall, and vegetation, analyze the patterns and then propose two
generalizations about the location and density of the population.

6 — G1.2.4. Use observations from air photos, photographs (print and CD), films (VCR and DVD)
7 —G1.2.3: as the basis for answering geographic questions about the human and physical
characteristics of places and regions.

7—G1.2.4: Draw the general population distribution of the Eastern Hemisphere on a map, analyze
the patterns, and propose two generalizations about the location and density of the

population.
6 and 7 Use information from modern technology such as Geographic Positioning System
Gl.2.5: (GPS), Geographic Information System (GIS), and satellite remote sensing to locate

information and process maps and data to analyze spatial patterns of the
Western/Eastern Hemispheres to answer geographic questions.

6 and 7 Apply the skills of geographic inquiry (asking geographic questions, acquiring
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Gl.2.6: geographic information, organizing geographic information, analyzing geographic
information, and answering geographic questions) to analyze a problem or issue of
importance to a region of the world.*

6 and 7 Use the fundamental themes of geography (location, place, human environment —
G1.3.1: interaction, movement, region) to describe regions or places on earth.

6 and 7 Explain the locations and distributions of physical and human characteristics of Earth
G1l.3.2: by using knowledge of spatial patterns.

6 and 7 Explain the different ways in which places are connected and how those connections
G1.3.3: demonstrate interdependence and accessibility.

6 and 7 Describe the human characteristics of the region under study (including languages,
G2.2.1: religion, economic system, governmental system, cultural traditions).

6 and 7 Identify ecosystems and explain why some are more attractive for humans to use
G3.2.2: than are others.

6 and 7 Describe patterns of settlement by using historical and modern maps.?

G4.3.2:

6 and 7 Describe the environmental effects of human action on the atmosphere (air),

G5.1.1: biosphere (people, animals, and plants), lithosphere (soil), and hydrosphere (water).

7 —C4.3.1: Explain how governments address national issues and form policies, and how the
policies may not be consistent with those of other countries (e.g., population pressures
in China compared to Sweden; international immigration quotas, international aid,
energy needs for natural gas and oil and military aid).?

6 and 7 Explain the challenges to governments and the cooperation needed to address
C4.3.2: international issues (e.g., migration and human rights).

! Although the expectations for grades six and seven reference Western and Eastern Hemispheres respectively, this
expectation has been revised to reflect a global perspective.

% While the expectations for grades 6 and 7 are the same, the examples differ. The sixth grade expectations includes the
following language: “(e.g., coastal and river cities and towns in the past and present, locations of megacities — modern
cities over 5 million, such as Mexico City, and patterns of agricultural settlements in South and North America).” The
seventh grade expectation reads: “(e.g., the location of the world’s mega cities, other cities located near coast and
navigable rivers, regions under environmental stress such as the Sahel).”

® This expectation asks students to explore national policy issues and why different countries may have different policies
on the same issue. It would be a facile exercise for students to explain why national policy decisions of one country may
differ than those of other countries without an in-depth analysis of economic, social, political, geographic, and historical
contexts. Therefore, this portion of the expectation will not be addressed in sixth grade in this curriculum.
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6 — C4.3.3: Give examples of how countries work together for mutual benefits through international
organizations (e.g., North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), Organization of
American States (OAS), United Nations (UN)).

7 —C4.3.3: Explain why governments belong to different types of national and regional
organizations (e.g., United Nations (UN), North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting countries (OPEC), European Union (EU), and
African Union (AU), G-8 countries (leading economic/political).

6 and 7 Describe the impact of governmental policy (sanctions, tariffs, treaties) on that
E2.3.1: country and on other countries that use its resources.

Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies
RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide
an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.

RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).

RH.6-8.7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with
other information in print and digital texts.

WHST.6-8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

WHST.6-8.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated
guestion), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused
guestions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

WHST.6-8.9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

WHST.6-8.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Key Concepts
demographic transition theory/model
demography

* This unit only addresses the national population policy issues of selected countries through an examination of country
propaganda posters.
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emigration

global problem
human/environment interaction
immigration

land bridge theory
push/pull factors
migration

population density
population distribution
population growth
population pyramid
refugee

urbanization

Duration
4 weeks

Lesson Sequence

Lesson 1: Where are the People? Population Distribution and Density
Lesson 2: Population Growth

Lesson 3: Exploring a Demographic Transition Model

Lesson 4. Why Does the Age of a Population Matter?

Lesson 5: Migration

Lesson 6: Theories of Migration

Lesson 7: Urbanization

Lesson 8: What are Some Global Problems Related to Population?
Lesson 9: Generating Solutions to Common Urban Problems

Resources

Equipment/Manipulative

Calculators for calculating population density - optional

Colored pencils or colored markers

Computer and Projector, Overhead Projector or Document Camera/Projector
Global Investigator’'s Notebook

Student Resource
A student geography textbook such as Wiggins, Grant, et al. My World Geography: Boston, MA:
Pearson, 2011. pp. 76-81, 704, 710, 713, 724, 726-27, 748, 861, 872, and 876.

Bering Land Bridge Movie. 29 November 2012
<http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/paleo/parcs/atlas/beringia/lbridge.html>.

Cities of the Future. BLDG BLOG. 3 December 2012
<http://bldgblog.blogspot.com/2006/11/gazprom-city.html>.
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International Data Base. U.S Census Bureau. U.S. Department of Commerce. 19 November 2012
<http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php>.

World Map. Students Friend. 19 November 2012
<http://www.studentsfriend.com/aids/curraids/maps/sfworldp.pdf>.

Teacher Resource

2010 Census Population Profile Maps. Population Density of the United States. U.S. Census Bureau.
U.S. Department of Commerce. 14 November 2012
<http://www.census.gov/geo/www/maps/2010 census_profile_maps/census profile 2010 mai
n.html>.

2012 World Population Data Sheet. Population Reference Bureau. PBS. 14 November 2012
<http://www.prb.org/pdf12/2012-population-data-sheet_eng.pdf>.

About NLC. National League of Cities. 4 December 2012 <http://www.nlc.org/about-nic>.

About the Population Division. United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 3
December 2012 <http://www.un.org/esa/population/aboutpop.htm>.

Arputhan, Jockin. “Developing new approaches for people-centred development.” Environment and
Urbanization. Sage Journals. 4 December 2012
<http://eau.sagepub.com/content/20/2/319.abstract>.

An Urban World. Unicef. 30 November 2012 <http://www.unicef.org/sowc2012/urbanmap>.

Ancient Bones May Rewrite Theory of Earliest Americans. CNN Website. 29 November 2012
<http://edition.cnn.com/NATURE/9906/08/ancient.woman/>.

Artifact from the Topper Site. 29 November 2012 <http://www.daysknob.com/Topper_A.htm>.

Atlantic Coastal Theory Map. Science and Technology. 29 November 2012
<http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2107418/Could-tools-belonging-Stone-Age-
hunters-U-S-east-coast-finally-answer-really-discovered-America.html>.

“Backgrounder 2.” Global Report on Human Settlements. United Nations Cyber School. 30 November
2012 <http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/habitat/background/bg2.asp>.

Bennett, Anthony. Demographic Transition. Internet Geography. 19 November 2012
<http://www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/topics/popnl.html>.

Bering Land Bridge. Chinese Unicorn. 20 November 2012 <http://chinese-unicorn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2012/08/image063.jpg>.

Cartoon by Chris Bisson. 30 November 2012 <http://www.plant-talk.org/images/content/biodivercity-
chris-bisson.jpg>.
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Center for the Study of the First Americans. College of Liberal Arts. Texas A&M University.29
November 2012 <http://www.centerfirstamericans.com/>.

“China'’s rapid urbanization in bird's eye pictures.” Urbanization in China. 30 November 2012
<http://urbanlabglobalcities.blogspot.com/2011/12/chinas-rapid-urbanization-in-birds-

eye.html>.

Cities and the Industrial Revolution. 30 November 2012
<http://forquignon.com/history/global/industrial revolution/factory town.jpg>.

Cities of the Future. BLDG BLOG. 3 December 2012
<http://bldgblog.blogspot.com/2006/11/gazprom-city.html>.

City Cartoons. China Daily. 16 November 2012.
<http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2010-11/25/content 11605987.htm>.

City Cartoon. “A2” Urban Rural Interrelationships. Geography. 30 November 2012
<http://www.geographypages.co.uk/a2ruralurban.htm>.

City Cartoon. 30 November 2012
<http://stockpodium.assetsdelivery.com/compings/Tawng/Tawng0904/Tawng090400009.jpg>.

City Cartoons. Princeton University. 30 November 2012
<http://orfe.princeton.edu/~alaink/Scanned%20Slides/Alternatives%20&%20cartoons/>.

City Population Data. Lesson Plans. Population Reference Bureau.30 November 2012
<http://www.prb.org/Educators/LessonPlans.aspx>.

Clovis Point. Wikipedia. 29 November 2012 <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clovis_point>.

“Coastal Route Theory.” Migration Theories. University of Texas. 29 November 2012
<http://ows.edb.utexas.edu/site/hight-kreitman/coastal-route-theory>.

Country Urbanization Data. United Nations. 30 November 2012 <http://esa.un.org/unup/Country-
Profiles/country-profiles 1.htm>.

Current Population Clock. U.S. Census Bureau. U.S. Department of Commerce. 14 November 2012
<http://www.census.gov/main/www/popclock.html!>.

Egbo, Carol. Supplemental Materials (Unit 3, Lessons 1-9). Teacher-made materials. Oakland
Schools, 2012.

- - - . PowerPoint (Unit 3, Lessons 1-7, and 9). Teacher-made materials. Oakland Schools, 2012.
From Thailand to Texas. International Organization for Migration. 20 November 2012

<http://www.iom.int/cms/en/sites/iom/home/news-and-views/feature-stories/feature-story-
listing/from-thailand-to-texas-seven-yea.htmi>.
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Four Old World River Valley Cultures. Brooklyn college of the City University of New York. 30
November 2012 <http://acc6.its.brooklyn.cuny.edu/~phalsall/images/riv-vall.qif>.

Garvin, Lewis. Population Density of Bangladesh. University of Michigan. 14 November 2012
<http://www.umich.edu/~csfound/545/1998/Igarvin/popenv2 Population.html>.

Global Agenda Council on Urbanization 2012. World Economic Forum. 4 December 2012
<http://www.weforum.org/content/global-agenda-council-urbanization-2012#IssueOverview>.

Global Renaissance. Carbusters. 30 November 2012 <http://carbusters.org/2011/10/31/global-
renaissance/>.

Human Numbers Through Time. World in the Balance. PBS/WGBH. 19 November 2012
<http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/worldbalance/numb-nf.html|>.

Images of Curitiba Brazil. Geographic Guide. 3 December 2012 <http://www.curitiba-brazil.com/>.

International Institute for Environment and Development. 1 April 2010. 4 December 2012
<http://www.iied.org/environment-urbanization-profiles-local-organizations>.

Internet Geography. 19 November 2012
<http://www.geodgraphy.learnontheinternet.co.uk/topics/popnl.htmli>.

Lagos, Nigeria. Country Files. Word Press. 30 November 2012
<http://africasacountry.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/getimage.jpeg>.

Land Area Map. SASI. University of Michigan. 2006. 14 November 2012
<http://www.worldmapper.org/posters/worldmapper mapl vers.pdf>.

Least Developed Countries List. United Nations. Office of the High Representative for the Least
Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and the Small Island Developing
States. 14 November 2012 <http://www.unohrlls.org/en/ldc/>.

“Local Agencies Receive Funds to Track Senior Population Trends. WWJ Newsradio 950. 16
December 2008. 4 December 2012 <http://www.iog.wayne.edu/pdf/seniorpoptrends.pdf>.

Managing Migration: The Global Challenge. Population Reference Bureau. 20 November 2012
<http://www.prb.org/Publications/PopulationBulletins/2008/managingmigration.aspx>.

Map Showing Curitiba, Brazil. “Brazil Outsourcing: Curitiba comes on Strong as ‘Silicon Valley
South.” Nearshore Americas. 21 April 2010. 3 December 2012
<http://www.nearshoreamericas.com/brazil-outsourcing-curibita-comes-on-strong-as-silicon-

valley-south/>.

Map of Spain. World Atlas. 19 November 2012
<http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/europe/es.htm>.
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Map of Tanzania . World Atlas. 19 November 2012
<http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/tz.htm>.

Managing Migration: The Global Challenge. Population Reference Bureau. 20 November 2012
<http://www.prb.org/Publications/PopulationBulletins/2008/managingmigration.aspx>.

“Michigan’s First People.” The First People. Michigan Historical Museum. Michigan Department of
Natural Resources. 29 November 2012
<http://www.hal.state.mi.us/mhc/firstpeople/firstpeople.html>.

Morton Ill, Noble L. Area of States. 2007. 14 November 2012
<http://www.overpopulationmyth.com/6.5BillionUSStates.htm>.

Native American Crops. Grand Rapids Natural Living. 24 November 2012
<http://grandrapidsnaturalliving.com/adventures-in-gardening>.

Native American Cultures. Science News. 29 November 2012 <http://www.Sci-
news.com/images/2012/07/image 463.jpg>.

Native American Origin Myths. 29 November 2012
<http://koneill41.typepad.com/phil 100 2011/native-american-origin-stories.html|>.

Our Mission and What We Do. United State Environmental Protection Agency. 4 December 2012
<http://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/whatwedo.html>.

Outline World Map. 14 November 2012 <http://climate.unur.com/etopo-landmask.png>.

Outline Map of the World. Washburn University. 29 November 2012
<http://www.washburn.edu/cas/history/stucker/WorldOutlineMap.htmI>.

Population Data. Worldometers. 19 November 2012 <http://www.worldometers.info/world-
population/>.

Population Density of the Earth. PBS Online. WGBH Educational Foundation. 14 November 2012
<http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/earth/earth-peril.html>.

Population Density of Mongolia. Encyclopedia Brittanica, Inc. 2002. 15 November 2012
<http://media.web.britannica.com/eb-media/79/72779-004-6752FEDA.qif>.

Population Growth Rate Graph. Human Population — Population Growth. Population Reference
Bureau. 19 November 2012
<http://www.prb.org/Educators/TeachersGuides/HumanPopulation/PopulationGrowth/Question

Answer.aspx>.

Population Map. World Mapper. 14 November 2012
<http://www.worldmapper.org/imagemaps/imagemap2.html!>.
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Posters. Population Campaigns. PBS/WGBH. 19 November 2012
<http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/earth/population-campaign.html|>.

Pyramid Building. Population Reference Bureau. 19 November 2012
<http://www.prb.org/Educators/LessonPlans/2000/PyramidBuilding.aspx>.

Routes of the First Americans Map. Dykeman Roebuck Archaeology. Southwest Archaeology. 29
November 2012 <http://drarchaeology.com/culthist/origins.htm>.

Solutions. Brazil — Curitiba’s Urban Experiment. Frontline World. December 2003. 3 December 2012
<http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/fellows/brazil1203/solutions.html>.

State of the World Population 2011. United Nations Population Fund. 19 November 2012
<http://foweb.unfpa.org/SWP2011/reports/EN-SWOP2011-FINAL.pdf>.

Summer in the City. Cartoon. Toonpool. 30 November 2012
<http://www.toonpool.com/cartoons/Sommer%20in%20the%20City 19120>.

The Topper Site. The 2012 Allendale Paleoamerican Expedition. University of South Carolina. 29
November 2012 <http://allendale-expedition.net/>.

“Urban Parks: Good for the city and the Environment.” Duke University. 4 December 2012
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzhQljv-Ul4>.

Urbanization in China. World Resources Institute. 30 November 2012
<http://www.wri.org/files/wri/china urban population.png>.

Urbanization Knowledge Partnership. 3 December 2012 <http://www.urbanknowledge.org/>.

Visualizing How a Population Grows to 7 Billion. National Public Radio. 3 December 2012
<http://www.npr.org/2011/10/31/141816460/visualizing-how-a-population-grows-to-7-billion>.

Wooly Mammoths. A Journey to a New Land. Virtual Museum of Canada. 29 November 2012
<http://www.sfu.museum/journey/an-en/secondaireler-middle/animaux-animals/mammouth-
mammoth>.

World Robinson Map with Country Outlines. Bruce Jones Designs. 15 November 2012
<http://www.freeusandworldmaps.com/images/WorldPrintable/WorldRobinCountryLinesPrint.jpg>.

World Urbanization Prospects. United Nations. Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 30
November 2012 <http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/ppt/CSIS/WUP_2011 CSIS_4.pdf>.

For Further Professional Knowledge

Population Challenges and Development Goals. United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs. 2005. 19 Nov 2012
<http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/pop challenges/Population_Challenges.pdf>.
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Galor, Oded and David N. Weil. Population, Technology, and Growth: From Malthusian Stagnation to
the Demographic Transition and Beyond.The American Economic Review. Vol. 90, No. 4
(Sep., 2000), pp. 806-828.19 Nov 2012 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/117309>.

Caldwell, John C. Demographic Transition Theory. Springer. Summary. 19 Nov 2012
<http://www.lavoisier.fr/livre/notice.asp?ouvrage=1779429>.

Chesnais, Jean-Claude. The Demographic Transition: Stages, Patterns, and Economic Implications.
Oxford University Press. 2011.

Kirk, Dudley. Demographic Transition Theory. Population Studies: A Journal of Demography. Vol.
50., Issue 3, 1996. Pp. 361-87. 4 June 2010. 19 November 2012
<http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0032472031000149536>.
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