
Classroom Pets 

 

Introduction 

 Did you know that school and learning can actually be fun, especially when 

the learning involves pets?  At Lessenger, the 4th graders are lucky enough to have 

not one, not two, but three classroom pets!  We have a gecko, bunny, and turtle.  

The best part is that the students are in charge of caring for these pets.  Taking 

care of our classroom pets isn’t always easy, but it is fun! 

 

Bunny 
 One of the pets that the fourth graders take care of is a bunny named 

BA70.  BA70 is a Mini-Rex, which is one of the most popular breeds in the United 

States, according to Wikipedia.  She is gentle, soft, and playful.  Taking care of 

her is especially fun because she lives a courtyard at our school.  A courtyard is an 

enclosed outdoor area.  Each day the students follow these steps in caring for her. 

 

Step 1:  A small group of students head out to the courtyard area each morning.  

As they open the door to the beautiful courtyard the early morning sun shines, the 

birds are happily chirping, and the squirrels quickly scurry away.  They open the 

door to BA70 outdoor hutch.  Then she eagerly leaps out and runs around 

stretching her legs.  She roams around the courtyard freely all day.   

 

Step 2:  Next, the students make sure that she has fresh clean water and plenty 

of food.  She eats bunny food, alfalfa sprouts, and oats. Occasionally, she is given 

bananas or blueberries as a treat.  In the winter she has a heated water bottle to 

keep her water from freezing. 

 

Step 3:  Once a week the students clean her hutch.  The make sure she has plenty 

of hay to burrow in to keep warm.  They also have to pull out a tray from under her 

hutch to remove her waste. 

 

Step 4:  At the end of the day, the students are responsible for getting her back 

safely into her hutch.  This is usually a challenge, most days she resists going back 

into her hutch.  With teamwork and patience, they get the job done. 

   

 When there is a long weekend or a break from school, BA70 gets to go home 

with a teacher or a student.   Taking care of BA70 is a big responsibility, but it is 

also fun. 



Turtle 
 Our Michigan Painted Turtle was donated to our classroom.  Lulu was found 

up north by Lake Michigan, but now lives in a 20 gallon tank in room 15 at 

Lessenger.   

 Lulu needs water to swim in and a platform to climb up and dry off on.  The 

filter keeps her tank clean.  Lulu loves to bask under a heat lamp.   The tank has 

rocks both big and small on the bottom.  

 Each morning a student feeds Lulu a teaspoon size portion of turtle food.  

Occasionally, she is fed feeder fish for a treat.  She also likes to nibble on plants 

that naturally grow in fresh water lakes and rivers. 

 Lulu is surprisingly fun.  She likes to bask on her platform under the heat 

lamp.  That is until a student walks by.  Then, she explodes off of her platform and 

darts towards the glass wall ferociously nipping at them.  When the students feed 

her, she stretches her neck and body halfway out of the water trying desperately 

to get at the tasty fingers and food.  On land, she is remarkably fast.  This 

Michigan Painted turtle is full of interesting surprises! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Did you know? 

 

Turtles shed their shell as they're growing; this skin resembles a 

burnt leaf.  

Painted turtles can swim underwater.  

A group of turtles is called 'a bale of turtles'. 



 

Gecko 
 

In Mrs. Hanawalt’s class is a Diamond Crested Gecko named Newme.  This gecko 

has mad skills.  His coloring allows him to hide, this is called camouflage.  He also 

has little suction cups on his feet that allow him to climb vertically very easily.  He 

sheds often and if attacked or scared can lose his tail.  He can also leap pretty far! 

 

Caring for him is easy.  All he needs is a tank, water, a few meal worms, a heat map, 

and an occasional spray of water to keep his home moist.   

 

Newme is a little creepy, but also fascinating and fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A gecko is a lizard.   

There are over 1, 500 different types of lizards and most are nocturnal. 

 

 

Closing 

 
     Every classroom should have a pet.  One reason is class pets provide a fun 

opportunity to learn about different animals.  In addition, caring for them teaches 

students responsibility.  Whether they are furry or slimy, classroom pets make 

learning more fun!  

 

 

 

 



Glossary 
 

 

 

Camouflage 

 

A way of hiding 
something by covering 
or coloring it so that it 
looks like its 
surroundings. 

  

 

 

 

Bask 

 
Lie exposed to warmth 
and light, typically from 
the sun, for relaxation 
and pleasure 

 
 

 

 

Nocturnal 

 

 

Active at night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






