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General Information 
 

Teachers only need to download their corresponding grade level to view samples for each MAISA 
writing unit. However, it is suggested to preview all grade levels to gather ideas of different ways to 
study and record information. For example, Kindergarten does not study reviews, but a teacher may 
like how a particular chart was organized in the 2nd grade appendix and chose to try that format 
with a Kindergarten unit. 

 

Purpose of Appendices 
 

This is a collection of artifacts from teachers in the field to serve as possibilities. The intent is not for 
teachers to replicate them exactly as they are, but to provide ideas of how different teachers studied 
these areas with their students. Please “shop around” for ideas that might work for your students based 
on their background knowledge and experience with text types, various forms of writing, and 
Immersion. 

 
Teacher notes that apply to ALL charts: 

 

 These charts should be co-constructed with students based on how they would describe 
things, mentor texts that have been read, and Immersion activities completed. 

 

 For Kindergartners or for emergent writers, teachers should have a visual representation of the 
noticings in front of the words. The purpose of including words in Immersion charts at the 
kindergarten level is to assist teachers in facilitating discussion and explaining these concepts. It 
is not expected that students would be able to read these words. 

 

 Students may not give the category (e.g. structure, lead, ending, etc.) but the teacher can teach 
them the writing term for what they are describing. This helps students to notice the same 
characteristics across different texts and text types, as well as builds writing discourse 
(academic vocabulary per Michigan Academic Standards or Writing Pathways by Lucy Calkins). 

 

 Teachers may spend several sessions reading and developing background knowledge of the text 
type under study. Students will add new learning to charts as the unit proceeds. All items will 
not be 
“discovered” or “noticed” during Immersion. Use what students notice as a means of formative 
assessment. Teachers should not try and get students to notice everything that is listed on 
the sample charts in the units. Many of these sample charts are cumulative charts – from 
Immersion as well as additional information students added as the unit progressed and students 
learned 
more. Periodically, revisit the chart/s throughout the unit and ask students if they would like to 
add something they’ve recently learned/discovered about that text type. 
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Appendix Organization 
 

Each unit is organized based on the simplified goals of Immersion. Please see Packet #1: Background 
Information for more detailed information. 

 
Goal #1:  Develop Background Information 

 
Charting Discoveries – Option A: Open-Ended Listing Chart 

Charting Discoveries – Option B-1: Noticing Chart with Columns 

Charting Discoveries – Option B-2: Noticing Chart with Advanced Columns 

Charting Discoveries – Option C: Noticing Chart with Visuals 

Charting Discoveries – Option D: Mark-Up or Stick Note Text 
 
 

Goal #2: Generate Possible Writing Ideas 

Goal #3: Shared Class Writing 

 
 
 
 

Glossary of Terms for Samples 

 
Goal #  and title:  see list above Chart type: (see Goal #1 above) 

 

Grade:   Unit #  and Unit Name Text type – where applicable 



Grade 5 Unit 1: Launching with Personal Narrative Stories Narrative 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Open-ended listing chart 
 



Grade 4 Unit 1: Launching with Realistic Fiction Narrative 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing chart with columns 

 
Realistic Fiction Writing 

We are learning to identify the traits of a realistic fiction piece. 

Definition: A genre consisting of stories that could have actually occurred to people or animals in a believable setting. 

These stories resemble real life, and fictional characters within these stories react similarly to real people. 

Purpose: 

- To entertain 

- To show how people learn, grow, and solve problems 

 

Notice Name Why? 

Story happened over a few minutes Small moment/seed size topic Detailed story 

White spaces between parts of the 
story 

paragraphs To separate parts of the story 

Then 
After 
Next 

Transition word Show order/sequence 

Quotation marks Dialogue or people talking Makes the story interesting 

Beginning introduction Hook the reader and introduce the 
story line 

middle Body tells the story 

end conclusion Wrap up our story 

“It was big and fierce, with sharp 
looking teeth.” 

Sensory language So the reader can make a movie 

Character shared thoughts Inner feelings Gives the reader clues about 
struggles 

Conventions (capitalization, indenting 
paragraphs, spelling, etc.) 
Onomatopoeias (sounds words) 

Conventions Makes the writing easy to read 



Grade 5 Unit 1: Launching with Personal Narrative Stories Narrative 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing chart with columns and examples 
 



Grade 5 Unit 1: Launching with Personal Narrative Stories Narrative 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Mark Up or Sticky Note Text 
 



Grade 5 Unit 1: Launching with Personal Narrative Stories Narrative 
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Goal 2 - Generate Possible Writing Ideas 
 

 
 
 

 



Grade 4 Unit 1: Launching with Realistic Fiction Narrative 
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Goal 3 - Shared Writing 
 

Scariest Place Ever 

By Mrs. Cole’s Class 

 
“That was the best ride of the day hands down!” exclaimed Jill. 

We had just gotten off the Top Thrill Dragster. I looked over at the horizon and the sun was beginning 

to set. My friends Jill, Andy, and Lindsey were going to want to visit the haunted section of Cedar Point 

Halloweekends but I hated all things spooky and scary and didn’t think I could make it through. I began to feel 

my heart racing. 

“Let’s go that way!” shouted Andy. 

At this time, he pointed at a big sign across the sidewalk that red “HalloWeekends Haunted Park.” 

GULP!!! I didn’t want to go to the haunted part. 

My hands became sweaty and I said, “Ok…are you sure we should go to the Haunted Part?” in a shaky 

voice.  
“YES!!” everyone yeled. 

We turned the corner into the haunted section and the sidewalk was covered in a blanket of fog. 

Then it became pitch black. I knew we had arrived at the haunted part of the park. I didn’t want to 

enter the Haunted Park but I also didn’t want to let me friends down. 

“Are you sure about this?” I asked Jill. 

“Yes!” She responded. “This is the BEST part!” 

Suddenly I grabbed my friend Jill’s hand and kept walking through the darkness reluctantly. A man 

dressed in all black jumped out from behind a tree. 

I screamed at the top of my lungs, “AHHHHHHH!!!” 

He locked eyes on us and started following me. He had long nails and I kept hearing them go, “Click, 

Click, Click” in my ear. I screamed even louder which I didn’t know was possible. 

“EEEKkkkkkkkK!!! GET ME OUT OF HERE!!!!” I shouted. 

I wanted to curl up in a ball right there and disappear. The more I screamed and yelled the more 

scared I felt. 

Soon Jill stated in a matter of fact way, “Melissa, this is all fake!!” 

Then she started telling me everything that was going on. 

“See there is a guy dressed in all black and he is going to jump out from behind that bench.” Then she 

shouted, “Watch out there is someone else behind us! It’s all gonna be ok!” 

Then she pointed out a girl who was dressed as a vampire who was walking toward us. I started 

walking confidently past her and she didn’t even TRY to scare us. 

“I can do this,” I thought to myself. 

Finally, things didn’t seem so scary once I remembered to believe in myself. We continued to walk to 

the exit sign. I made it through the rest of the haunted trail and didn’t scream once. Now I know even if 

something seems scary I can believe in myself and it will all be ok. 



Grade 4/5 Unit 2: Persuasive Essay Opinion 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Open-ended listing chart 
 



Grade 4/5 Unit 2: Persuasive Essay Opinion 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing chart with columns 
 

Opinion Writing 

We are learning to identify the traits of an opinion piece. 

Definition: A text that tries to convince the reader to agree with a particular opinion. It shares your: beliefs, 

feelings, or thoughts. 

Purpose: 

- To persuade or convince others to think or believe something 

- To tell others about your feelings, thoughts, or beliefs 

- To change something 
 
 

Notice Name Purpose 

beginning Introduction Tells you the author’s opinion, hook the 
reader 

Body Body: Reason 1, Reason 
2, Reason 3 

Tells the reader why they should think, feel 
or believe something 

Ending Conclusion Wrap up the essay, restate your opinion 

Explained thinking with a reason Evidence or Elaboration To really convince the reader and prove a 
point 

Moved some of the writing in indenting To show paragraphs or parts of the writing 

The first reason 
The second reason 
The third reason 

Transition words To lead into a new thought or idea 

Repeated the same thing over and 
over again 

Restate claim To tell the reader that they are staying on 
topic 

The writer grabbed your attention 
at the beginning 

Hook To catch the reader’s attention 

It is important, 
People should, 
This needs to be dealt with 
Necessary 

Convincing tone To convince the reader to think or feel a 
certain way 

Asks reader to do something Take action, appeal Urges reader to do something/change their 
mind 

Remind reader of authors opinion Conclusion sentence Restate opinion in a different way 



Grade 4/5 Unit 2: Persuasive Essay Opinion 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing chart with visuals 
 



Grade 4/5 Unit 2: Persuasive Essay Opinion 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Mark up or sticky note text 
 

 



Grade 4/5 Unit 2: Persuasive Essay Opinion 
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Goal 2 - Generate Possible Writing Ideas 
 
 
 
 



Grade 5 Unit 2: Persuasive Essay Opinion 

Goal 3 - Shared Writing 
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Zoos Can Harm Animals 

 
Although some people think zoos help protect animals, it may be argued that zoos can hurt them. To 

begin with, animals are taken out of their natural habitats and put into cages. Secondly, animals are 

mistreated in order to entertain guests. Lastly, animals may only be fed once or twice a day. Therefore, I 

believe animals should be taken out of zoos, and returned to their natural environments. 

First of all, animals are taken out of their natural habitats and placed in cages. This can cause animals 

to grab the bars and shake them. Some animals pace back and forth in their cages, causing them to feel sad 

and alone. This small environment wouldn’t be fun for humans, so why is it okay for animals? This is just one 

of the many reasons why animals should be kept out of zoos. 

In addition, many times animals are mistreated in order to entertain guests at zoos. According to the 

author from the article “Captives and Cruelty”, “In order to learn tricks for their performances, these marine 

animals are subjected to abusive training.” This means aquatic animals living in aquariums (zoos) are harmed 

when they don’t do the tricks their trainers require them to do. This sounds like these poor animals are 

physically hurt by zoos. Does this seem right to you? 

Most of all, animals may only be fed once or twice a day when living in zoos. Zoos may put animals on 

a feeding schedule. This means they may only be fed at 10:00 am and 4:00 pm. In the wild, animals can eat 

when they hunt for food. They hunt prey and can eat an abundance of food. Unfortunately, animals in zoos 

have to wait to be fed by keepers. I would be hungry if I could only eat once or twice a day; wouldn’t you? 

Some people feel zoos are a necessity to help preserve wildlife. According to Should There Be Zoos? by 

Sylvia Lollis, “Zoos, wildlife center and refuge centers around the world are becoming involved in captive 

breeding programs.” This means they are working to save endangered animals. However, if an animal is bred 

in captivity, they never get to see their natural habitat. Also, sometimes zoos take newborn animals away 

from their parents. Does that seem fair to you? 

In conclusion, animals taken out of their natural habitats, mistreated by zoo personnel, and fed only 

once or twice a day while living in zoos cause animals to be harmed. Every day zoos stay open, may cost 

animals their lives. It is important for people to protect the livelihood of animals kept in zoos. Therefore, I 

believe we should keep animals out of zoos. 



Grade 5 Unit 2: Persuasive Essay Opinion 

Goal 3 - Shared Writing 
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  Zoos are Important 

 

Did you know that there are over 2,400 zoos in America? That’s 2,400 safe and protective homes for 

animals like the Arctic Fox, the Bison or the Eastern Snake. I believe zoos can educate people, prevent 

extinction and most of all, give rescued animals safety. Most people have experienced an educational trip to 

the zoo, so It’s important for people to support zoos. 

First, zoos educate children and adults. Imagine seeing, smelling and hearing a live orangutan right in 

front of your eyes. Their beautiful brown and tan coat would be amazing to see up close! This closeness would 

help us learn how they live in the world and help us see how they move, behave, eat and survive. One time, on 

a sunny July day, my family and I went to the Detroit Zoo. We decided to go in the Amphibian house. I learned 

so much about the red eyed tree frog. For instance, how the tree frogs skin is paper thin and can tear easily. 

Also, the oils on our skin can be harmful to the frog. 

Countless people learn from zoos everyday. At that moment, I was so happy our community had a zoo where I 

could learn about these amazing animals! 

Secondly, zoos prevent extinction. Zoos do so much more than give us wonderful animals to watch and 

learn about. According to Scientific American, “zoos have been instrumental in stabilizing populations of 

antelopes that were once endangered.” This proves how exciting it is to think how zoos can support these 

animals through protection and breeding and now are back in the wild, OFF of the endangered list. 

Lastly, and most importantly, zoos give rescued animals a safe place to live. According to zoos.org, 

“Good zoos go to every possible length to ensure the animals in their care have a full and high quality life. A 

large part of this includes creating situations where animals feel pleasure, happiness and contentment, as well 

as mental stimulation.” Zoos develop and build environments that are similar to the animals’ natural 

environments. When I visited the zoo, I learned that prairie dogs live in the grasslands of North America. They 

need areas to dig and burrow into the ground at least one-three meters. I observed hills, burrows and dry 

land for the prairie dogs. This shows how the zoos provide a safe and protective place for them to live. 

In conclusion, zoos need to be supported. Zoos aim to keep animals safe and protected, especially 

those at risk for extinction. Zoos also provide us with their behaviors and appearance, close up. Where else 

would you see all of those beautiful creatures from around the world up close? I beg you to speak up in your 

communities and support our zoos. 

 
Works Cited 

Falk, Douglas. “Zoos, The New Book of Knowledge.” Scholastic Endangered Animals, 2003. 10/21/17 
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Adopt Don’t Shop 

By Mrs. Cole’s Class 

 

Every year millions and millions of dogs and cats enter animal shelters. Just imagine the dogs, “Yelp! 
Yelp!” as they cry for help and a home to go to. I think more people should rescue pets from a shelter 
because shelter animals make great pets, they cost less than pets from a breeder or pet store, and you can 
save a life. 

One reason, I think more people should rescue pets from a shelter is because shelter animals make 
great pets. For instance, Mrs. Hunter, the owner of 3 rescue dogs, said that rescue animals make wonderful 
pets! Her dog Sasha is the sweetest and most caring dog. Mrs. Hunter loves how Sasha greets her at the door 
every day. Another example, was when I was sick with a very bad cold a few weeks ago. I had to stay in bed all 
day and rest. My dog Iggy, who we got at a shelter, was by my side the entire day. He cuddled with me and 
kept an eye on me to be sure I was ok. If I got up to get water he walked with me. He kept me company and 
made me feel better. Don’t you want an amazing pet in your home? This shows that dogs from a shelter make 
great pets. For example, 10 out of 12 people in my class agree that rescue animals make great pets. This 
shows that rescue animals make great pets. 

Another reason, I think more people should rescue pets from a shelter because they cost less than pets 
from a breeder or pet store. For example, according to petfinder.org the most a shelter on their site can 
charge for a dog is $250. The experts at Forbes.com say a dog from a breeder or pet store can cost between 
$500 and $3,000. This shows that it is cheaper to rescue a dog from a shelter than buy one from a breeder or 
pet store. One time Mr. Cole and I were looking for a dog from a rescue. We went to a pet supplies store that 
was having an adoption event. Right away we asked Julie, from the shelter, “How much does it cost to rescue 
a dog?” She told it us it costs $300 but the dog comes with all of its shots. I realized that this was much 
cheaper than the dog my parents got from a breeder for $1,200. This proves that a pet from a shelter costs 
less than a pet from a breeder. 

Another reason I think more people should rescue pets from a shelter is because you save a life. For 
example 6.5 million dogs are cats enter animal shelters each year according to the American Society for 
Prevention and Cruelty to Animals. It is critical that more people rescue these animals instead of shopping 
carelessly from a breeder or pet store. This shows that if you rescue a pet from a shelter you will be saving a 
life. 

I think people should rescue pets from a shelter. This is important because there are so many pets 
that are longing for a good home. It is critical for people to choose pets from a rescue because they will save a 
life. 



Unit 3: Literary Nonfiction Personal Expertise Grade 4/5 Informational 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Open-ended listing chart 
 



Unit 3: Literary Nonfiction Personal Expertise Grade 4/5 Informational 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Open-ended listing chart 
 

 



Unit 3: Literary Nonfiction Personal Expertise Grade 4/5 Informational 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing chart with columns 

 
Personal Expertise: Notice, Name, Why Chart 

We are learning to identify the traits of an informational piece. 

Definition: A text that teachers readers something interesting and important. 

Purpose: Read it - To learn 

Write it - To teach 

Notice Name Why? 

phrases (like “running in circles”) Interesting phrases To keep readers interested 

You should... Talk to the reader Trying to persuade us too 

photos pictures Show you what their writing about 

Specific words and details Expert language To keep readers interested; to 
teach readers 

Question in introduction hook To keep readers interested 

Lots of interesting details and 
facts 

Elaborate: numbers, names, 
examples 

To get readers interested/To keep 
readers interested 

Table of Contents Table of Contents To help readers know what each 
section was going to be about 

Explained the positives and 
negatives of something 

Pros/Cons Used a different structure to teach 
about something - what’s good 
and bad 

Bold words before each section Headings Tells you what each section is 
about 

Glossary Glossary So readers know what words 
mean 

Facts (names and numbers) elaboration Readers can learn facts 

Ending that stated main idea Conclusion Wrap up the book 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing chart with visuals 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Mark up or sticky note text 
 

 



Unit 3: Literary Nonfiction Personal Expertise Grade 4/5 Informational 
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Goal 2 - Generate Possible Writing Ideas 
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Goal 3 - Shared Writing 
 
 

The Detroit Zoo 
By Mrs. Cole’s Class 

 

Table of Contents 
Introduction 

The Arctic Ring of Life 
The Polk Penguin Conservation Center 

The Butterfly Garden 
Conclusion 

 

Introduction 
“One of a Kind!” “The Best In the World!” “Unique animals up close!” These are some of the ways 

people describe the animal habitats at the Detroit Zoo. The Detroit Zoo is the perfect place to see penguins, 
butterflies, birds and polar bears in their natural habitat. In this book I am going to teach you all about the 
wonderful features of the arctic ring of Life, The Polk Penguin Conservation Center, and the butterfly garden. 

 
The Arctic Ring of Life 

The Arctic Ring of Life is a one of a kind Arctic Habitat. They have five seals, two polar bears, an three 
arctic foxes. All of these animals have been helped because they were in danger of dying in their natural 
habitat. The water is kept nice and chilly so the animals are comfortable as if they were in their natural 
environment. They also have gravel and rocks that are kept cold for the animals. In the pool there is a 70 foot 
underwater tunnel that visitors can walk through and see the polar bears and seals swim around them. It 
appears as if the polar bears and seals are in the same tank of water but they are actually in pools separated 
by clear glass. They also have an ice wall so kids can sense just how cold it is in the arctic. These are some of 
the things that make the arctic ring of life so cool. 

 

Main Idea and Details 
The Polk Penguin Conservation Center 

Do you love watching penguins waddle and dive? If so you should check out the Polk Penguin 
conservation center at the Detroit zoo. It is the newest habitat and animal exhibit at the zoo. There are four 
types of penguins in this exhibit. The water is kept at a chilly 38 degrees. The exhibit has a huge round pool so 
the penguins can swim around and around forever. There is also lots of land and pretend icebergs that the 
penguins can frolic on. One of the best parts of this exhibit is that there is only a piece of glass separating you 
from the penguins. They can walk right up to the glass to see you just inches away. Why don’t you go check 
out the Polk Penguin Conservation Center at the Detroit zoo and see this amazing exhibit for yourself! 

 
Cause & Effect – When one event causes another to happen. The cause is ‘why’ it happens and the effect is 
‘what’ happens. 
If you would love to see the largest and most extra 
ordinary penguin exhibit in the world then you need to visit the Polk Penguin Conservation Center at the 
Detroit Zoo. There are over 80 penguins that are 4 different types. Here you can watch the penguins dive 
deep into a 25 foot deep tank. This is rare even in the wild! There is also land and pretend icebergs that the 
penguins can frolic on. One of the best parts of this exhibit is that there is only a piece of glass separating you 
from the penguins. 



Unit 3: Literary Nonfiction Personal Expertise Grade 4/5 Informational 
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Pros & Cons – The advantages and disadvantages of a particular topic. 
 

Pros: The Pros of visiting the Polk Penguin conservation center are that it is filled with interactions that cover 
all of your senses. You can see the penguins glide through the water, you can feel the mist splashing down on 
you as you walk through the exhibit, you can hear the penguins splash into the water. 

 
Cons: The Cons of visiting the Polk Penguin Conservation center ar that it is very crowded, sometimes it’s hard 
for little kids to see the exhibit from ground level, also as you walk through the exhibit there are loud sounds 
like you are on a boat. 

 
 

The Butterfly Garden 
In the Butterfly House there are two main parts- the Butterfly Garden and the free Free-Flight Aviary. 

There are many similarities between these two habitats and many differences. 
First of all they are both inside the Wildlife Interpretive Gallery which is the Detroit Zoo’s oldest 

building. There are 30 species of birds and 30 species of butterflies in this building. Both habitats have a more 
tropical feel - they are humid and kept at a temperature of 75 degrees. 

There are some differences between these two habitats. One difference is the size of trees. The Free 
Flight Aviary has much taller trees will very little smaller vegetation. The Butterfly Garden has smaller trees 
and a lot of smaller vegetation. Also, the Aviary has a small river that flows through it and the Butterfly garden 
does not. 

Maybe you should check out the two parts of the Butterfly House and see which one you like better! 
 

Conclusion 
Now you know more about the Detroit Zoo and the amazing animal habitats. Maybe you can go check 

out these exhibits for yourself! 



Unit 4: Literary Essay Grade 4/5 Opinion 
 

25 
©Dr. Sandra M. Biondo and Oakland Schools, 2018   

Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Open-ended listing chart 

 
Literary Essay: 

A text that convinces the reader to think or feel a certain way about a book or story. 

Purpose: To share your likes or dislikes and make a connection with a reader. 

 
A Literary Essay has: 

- An introduction with a hook and a claim statement (opinion statement) 

- Three body paragraphs/reasons 

- Each body paragraph is about one idea 

- There is evidence like quotes, examples or stories 

- Transition words at the beginning of the paragraph: In addition, Also, and Another 

- Transition words before evidence: For example, Another example, One time, and For instance 

- Wrap up at the end of a body paragraph: This shows that...or This proves… 

- Conclusion that restates claim and tells the reader to take action or response 

- The writer used a convincing tone by: 

- Asking questions- Do you realize... 

- Repeats words/phrases 

- Uses emotions 

- Using phrases like: You must...Why not... 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing chart with columns 

 
Literary Essay 

 
We are learning to identify the traits of a literary essay. 

 
Definition: A text that convinces that shares your opinion or thoughts about something you read. 

Purpose: To share your thoughts/opinion about something you read. 

Notice Name Why? 

This shows that... Convincing tone 
Restating claim 

Persuade reader 
Restate claim 

In addition, 
Also, 
First, 
One example, 
Another example, 

transitions Organize writing 
 
Show difference between reasons 
and evidence 

Information/examples from the 
story 

evidence Support claim 

Quotations from the story evidence Support claim 

Repeated information/phrases Convincing tone Persuade reader 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing chart with visuals 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Mark up or sticky note text 
 



Unit 4: Literary Essay Grade 4/5 Opinion 
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Goal 2 - Generate Possible Writing Ideas 
 

Read Aloud Text Big Ideas 
(Character traits, Themes/Lessons, Change) 

Claims 

 
 
 

“Stray” 

● Doris is caring. 
● The story is teaching you to be 

responsible. 
● Doris is thoughtful. 

● This story Stray shows that people should be 
caring. 

● I think the author wanted people to know 
that you should always take care of things 
like animals even if it is not yours. 

● People might think this story shows a girl 
who wants to steal a dog but this story 
proves that she is a girl who wants to save a 
life. 

● I think the author was teaching us that not 
everyone gets what they want. 

“Dancing in the 
Wings” 

● Sassy is sassy. 
● Sassy has big dreams. 
● Sassy is brave. 
● Sassy believes in herself. 
● This story was teaching you to believe 

in yourself. 

● I believe the author of Dancing in the Wings 
wanted people to know just because you 
might be different doesn’t mean you can’t 
do what you want. 

● The story Dancing in the Wings Sassy learns 
to stand up for yourself. 

● People might think this story is about a girl 
who has big feet and is very tall but this 
story proves that if you keep trying you can 
do it. 

● I believe Dancing in the Wings shows that 
you should believe in yourself. 

 
 

Taco Head 

● Lesson: Be who you are (be yourself) 
● At first Sofia was scared but she 

learned to be brave. 
● Sofia is a risk taker. 
● Sofia is a problem solver. 
● Sofia was teased but learned to be 

brave. 
● Sofia gets bullied for eating tacos. 

● In the story “Taco Head” Sofia learns to be 
brave. 

“Marble Champ” ● Practice pays off. 
● Believe in yourself. 
● Be yourself. 
● You’re not always good at 

everything. 
● Never give up 

● I believe the author of Marble Champ 
wanted people to know to never give up. 

● When I first read this story I thought it 
was showing us that she wasn’t good at 
sport, but now I think it shows to believe 
in yourself. 

● The story Marble Champ shows how to 
be a risk taker. 

● In the story Marble Champ the character 
learns to take control. 

● People might think this story shows a 
random girl that is no good, but this story 
proves that you can do anything. 

● I believe the author of Marble Champ 
wanted people to know that you might 
not be good at everything. 
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Goal 3 - Shared Writing  
The Most Caring Person 

By Mrs. Cole’s Class 
 

In life, people want to be treated with respect and be cared for by their friends and family. Don’t you 
want to surround yourself with people who are kind and caring? In the story “Slower Than the Rest,” Leo is a 
character who is a slower learner in school but a very thoughtful person. In the story “Slower Than the Rest,” 
Leo is a caring boy. 

First Leo shows he is caring when he rescues a turtle. one example of how Leo cares to rescue a turtle 
is when Leo cares to take the turtle home, Leo cares to make home for the turtle, Leo cares to spend time with 
the turtle, and Leo cares to pick up the turtle. this shows that Leo cares for the turtle when he rescues it. 
another example of how Leo shows he cares in the story slower than the rest, was when he rescues a turtle. 
His family is driving down the highway to church and Leo spots the turtle. He asks his father stop the car so he 
can get out and save the turtle from devastation. He didn’t just sit there quietly and drive by the unexpected 
turtle who was in a dangerous situation. Do you realize that everyone wouldn’t care enough to rescue an 
animal like Leo did this shows that Leo is caring and he wants to save a turtle’s life. 

Also, Leo is caring when he takes care of Charlie’s happiness. For instance, as soon as Leo got home he 
found a cardboard box and put lettuce and radishes in the box. Then he hugged and kissed the turtle to 
comfort it as if he was a best friend. Leo made sure Charlie felt loved and cared for. He didn’t just put the 
turtle on the floor and let it wander around the house. You should show someone you care by keeping them 
safe. This shows that Leo is caring when he made a proper home for Charlie. If you have an animal you must 
care for it and not just leave it lying around. Another example of how Leo took care of Charlie’s happiness is 
when he would take Charlie out into the backyard and let him walk around and explore. This shows that Leo 
took care of Charlie’s happiness. 

Leo is caring when he gives his report on forest fires. One example of how Leo is caring is when he 
gives his report on forest fires. Leo cares because he knows what it is like to be alone, Leo cares because he 
knows what is like to be slow, and Leo cares because he knows every creature has potential. This is important 
because Leo can make connections to the animals who are slower and might get hurt in a forest fires. Leo 
cares to make sure everyone is safe. Another example of how Leo is caring is when he gives his report on 
forest fires. Leo cares because he knows what it is like to be alone, Leo cares because he knows what is like to 
be slow, and Leo cares because he knows every creature has potential. This is important because Leo can 
make connections to the animals who are slower and might get hurt in a forest fires. Leo cares to make sure 
everyone is safe. 

In the story Slower Than the Rest, Leo is a caring boy when he rescues a turtle, took care of Charlie’s 
happiness, and he did a report on forest fires. Leo stopped his family and demanded that they pull over to 
rescue the turtle. He was caring toward all living things. Caring people make the world a better and happier 
place. People should be more caring toward all living things no matter how big or small, just like Leo. 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Open-ended listing chart 
 
 

Informational Writing 

News Article 

 
We are learning to identify the traits of a news article. 

 
Definition: 

A news article is a short text, within a newspaper, about a topic that is current and 

newsworthy. A newspaper, whether digital or printed, often contains a number of 

articles, advertisements, and columns written to meet the interest of its readers. 

 
Purpose: 

A news article informs and teaches readers about a topic in an interesting way. News 

articles are crafted to engage the reader’s attention while including all sorts of specific 

and interesting information. 

 

Noticings: 

- Sources: to give details/facts, to give credit to other writers 

- Information: about real things (people, places, events) 

- Call to action: make readers care more 

- 5 Parts: introduction, 3 body paragraphs, conclusion 

- Introduction: hooks reader and states main idea 

- Subtopics: say more about topic, keep it organized, grouped information 

- Conclusion: wraps up the article, states main idea, and tells reader to take 

action 

- Numbers, Names, Examples, Dates: elaborates so the reader has interesting 

details 

- Author sounds like an expert 

- Transition words: first, next, then, also 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing chart with columns 

 
Informational Writing News Article 

We are learning to identify the traits of a news article. 
Definition: A news article is a short text, within a newspaper, about a topic that is current and newsworthy. 
A newspaper, whether digital or printed, often contains a number of articles, advertisements, and columns 
written to meet the interest of its readers. 

 

Purpose: A news article informs and teaches readers about a topic in an interesting way. News articles are 
crafted to engage the reader’s attention while including all sorts of specific and interesting information. 

 

Notice Name Why? 

 
Photograph/caption 

 
Photograph/caption 

To show you what the author is 
talking about 

Titles/Headings Titles/Headings To tell you what you’ll read about 
in that section 

Small fonts Small fonts To fit more articles 

Related articles Related articles Readers might want to learn more 
about a topic 

Paragraphs (with spaces instead of 
indents) 

Paragraphs (with spaces instead of 
indents) 

To separate the information into 
different parts and to put space in 
between. Lots of white space. 

Experts and quotations Evidence To provide more information 

 
Main idea and important facts 

 
Introduction with a hook 

To introduce the topic and get the 
reader interested 

Conclusion that left us with 
something to think about 

Conclusion that left us with 
something to think about 

So readers remember what they 
read 

Facts (numbers, names of things, 
places, people) 

Evidence, interesting information To inform us 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing chart with visuals 
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Goal 3 - Shared Writing 
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Goal 3 - Shared Writing 
 

The Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793 

Mrs. Creamer’s Class 

 
Good afternoon, my name is Mrs. Creamer, and today I’ll be talking to you about a tragic time in our 

U.S. history - the time of Yellow Fever. I’m a 5th grade teacher at Lessenger Elementary, where we have been 

reading Laurie Halse Anderson’s historical fiction book, Fever 1793, which inspired me to research Yellow 

Fever. Shockingly, I learned that the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1793 wiped out 10% of Philadelphia’s 

population. That’s a devastating number, so why don’t we hear about Yellow Fever anymore? 

To begin, it is important to know that the Yellow Fever is not longer a threat in our country. This is 

thanks to Max Theiler, the man who developed a vaccine, or a shot as you know them, that protects people 

from contracting, or catching, yellow fever. Sadly, the yellow fever vaccine was not developed until 1937, 

and there were several epidemics prior to that that killed 1000s of people. An epidemic is a major outbreak of 

an illness. According to www.nature.com, “The first recorded description of an epidemic thought to be yellow 

fever was made by Mayans in the Yucatan in 1648.” This is important because it shows that yellow fever was a 

major problem for almost 300 years before the vaccine to prevent it came into existence. Furthermore, large 

numbers of people died during different yellow fever epidemics that happened across the globe over those 

300 years. One yellow fever epidemic, in particular, had a devastating effect on the citizens of our beloved 

home, the United States of America. 

Long ago, during the summer of 1793, the temperatures rose to an unbearable height in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. At that time, Philadelphia was the largest city in our country. As you can imagine, the heat and 

the crowded city, which sits alongside a big body of water, created the perfect place for mosquitoes to live, 

eat, and prosper. As a result, Philadelphia suffered great loss that summer when the mosquitoes became 

delivery men of the yellow fever, infecting thousands, who eventually died from the illness. According to 

Laurie Halse Anderson, “In three months it killed nearly five thousand people, 10 percent of the city’s 

population.” This meant that a large amount of our country’s population had been wiped out. So how did they 

stop the spread of the yellow fever that summer? They didn’t have the vaccine, and actually, they didn’t even 

know it was the mosquitoes that were spreading the virus, so all they could do was wait for the first frost to 

kill the mosquitoes and germs. Thankfully, there were a few good men that helped the sick during that time, 

which is why some of the people who got yellow fever were able to survive. One of those great people was a 

French born, wealthy businessman by the name of Stephen Girard. On September 16, 1793, Stephen Girard 

arrived at Bush Hill, where a hospital had been trying to treat the ill. He was horrified by the repulsive 

conditions. The stench of death filled the air, dying patients were lying in their own vomit, and the nurses 

were as easy to find as ghosts. Girard immediately fired everyone on staff and hired a French doctor named 

Dr. Deveze, who had a lot of experience treating yellow fever patients. Best of all, Dr. Deveze did not believe 

in “bleeding” his patients, a.k.a. slicing open his patients’ arms and draining them of their blood. Girard 

worked alongside Dr. Deveze caring for patients, and a few short days, the hospital was completely 

transformed. The dead were given proper burials, the sick were bathed and placed in clean beds, and a clean 

water pump was connected to the hospital. It’s no wonder Girard trusted the care of the Bush Hill team over 

the more popular Dr. Rush when he himself fell ill with the yellow fever. Perhaps that is why he survived! 

http://www.nature.com/
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Fortunately, Stephen Girard was not the only one to survive the yellow fever that summer. Most of the 

people of Philadelphia were resilient and strong, and as a result, they were able to overcome the tragic 

epidemic. Despite there being very little food available, the Philadelphians learned to ration what little they 

had to eat, and fought hard to ignore their aching stomachs and hunger pains. They suffered through the 

heat, fought scoundrels and thieves who aimed to take advantage of the abandoned homes, and took care of 

one another to beat the plague that was the yellow fever of 1793. WIthout their strength, resilience, and 

perseverance, I imagine an even larger portion of the population would have perished. 

As I conclude, I hope it’s easy for you to understand what an incredible feat it was for city of 

Philadelphia to overcome such a treacherous summer. A Quaker Prophecy from 1793 states, “He who sitteth 

upon the Pale Horse, He whose name is Death, will be sent through the streets of Philadelphia.” In other 

words, the yellow fever was like death riding horseback through Philadelphia, claiming one victim after 

another. Luckily, we don’t have to worry about the yellow fever, or many other diseases and illnesses, 

anymore because we have vaccines to prevent them. So the next time you’re headed to the doctor for that 

dreaded round of shots you hate to receive, remember, they might hurt, but getting yellow fever would hurt 

worse. Thank you. 

 
Sources Cited 

● www.nature.com, Yellow Fever 

Halse Anderson, Laurie, Fever 1793, 2008 

http://www.nature.com/


Unit 6: Building and Writing a Personal Poetry Anthology Grade 4 Poetry 
 

37 
©Dr. Sandra M. Biondo and Oakland Schools, 2018   

Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Open-ended listing chart 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing Chart with Columns 
 

Characteristics of Poetry 

Notice Name Why? 

Words rhyme rhyming Flow or so they sound 
musical 

About racism Topic from history Because it’s part of who 
people are 

Describes how someone was sad Strong emotions Share feelings or emotions 

Sizzling, sun, sets alliteration Create a rhythm or mood 

Words are repeated Repetition To have rhythm 
To make a point 

Some poems are long and some are short Length varies Author’s choice 

It is like you are there Visualize Helps the reader feel/see/or 
imagine what the author is 
talking about 

Sound effect words Onomatopoeia Helps the reader hear what 
is happening 

Some words are small and some words are 
big 

Font choice Emphasizes meaning 
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Goal 2 - Generate Possible Writing Ideas 
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Goal 2 - Generate Possible Writing Ideas 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Open-ended listing chart 

 



Unit 6: Memoir: Writing and Reflecting on Life Grade 5 Narrative 
 

42 
©Dr. Sandra M. Biondo and Oakland Schools, 2018   

Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Noticing chart with columns 
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Goal 1 - Develop Background Knowledge - Mark up or sticky note text 
 


