






A Literary Essay on “Give a Fish a Home” 
 
 

 In the story, “Give a Fish a Home,” a girl named Bink adopts a fish, but her friend, Gollie, isn’t happy 
about it.  Gollie is a jealous friend in the story. 
 
 One reason why Gollie is a jealous friend is because she says mean things about Bink’s fish.  For 
example, she says, “That fish is incapable of being a marvelous companion.”  This shows that Gollie doesn’t 
like the fish and says mean things.  Another time that Gollie shows that she says mean things about Bink’s fish 
is when they are walking home from the pet store.  Gollie doesn’t act very happy that Bink got a new fish.  
Instead, Gollie says that Bink has an “unremarkable” fish, and that is rude.  This shows that Gollie is jealous 
because the fish is getting Bink’s attention instead of her. 
 
 Another reason that shows Gollie is a jealous friend is that she ignores Bink’s fish.  For instance, Bink 
wants to bring Fred roller-skating with them, because he “longs for speed.”  Gollie says, “Fish know nothing of 
longing.”  This is evidence that Gollie is ignoring the fish, because she doesn’t want him to go roller-skating 
with them.  Another example of this is when Gollie is skating away from Fred in the picture.  The thought I 
have about this is since Gollie is skating away from Fred, she doesn’t want to be with him and is ignoring him.   
 
 Gollie, a character is the story, “Give a Fish a Home,” is a jealous friend.  She says mean things about 
Bink’s fish and ignores it.  Reading this story made me realize that instead of feeling jealous and being mean, 
Gollie should have talked to Bink about her feelings.  Friends should treat each other the way they want to be 
treated. 






